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Avoiding a
“Foreign”
Gospel

Irving Whitt

Ganesh Tanang surprised
me with his response. |
had been ministering in

his church in Kathmandu,
Nepal for a couple of days,
along with two Canadian colleagues.
In conversation, he mentioned that he was
working on a Masters degree and that his
major project was proving that “Christianity
was not a foreign religion."

Ganesh explained that in Nepal, once
considered a Hindu kingdom, the introduction
of any other religion was considered foreign.

In the strict Hindu culture cows are considered
sacred and are not to be eaten. Foreigners,
however, who considered themselves Christians,
did eat beef and many of them spoke the English
language. Because of this association, English
came to be referred to as “the cow-eating
language.” The logic then followed. English is

a foreign language. Christians speak English.
Christianity therefore is a foreign religion.

Because of this association, however, people
rejected Christianity not because of what it
taught, but because of its “foreign” nature. This
leads to an important observation. Many times
the greatest obstacle to a peoples’ acceptance of
Christianity are cultural or theological.

Who then communicates the best?
Unquestionably, it is the national or indigenous
people. They display to their people that the
Gospel is not foreign in three ways, by (1) relating
their personal relationship with Jesus Christ in
the language of the people, (2) addressing issues
relevant and pertinent to their own culture,

(3) and avoiding the pitfalls of cross-cultural
communication. This is another example of the
need to train local leaders who can share the
gospel in their own dialect or language.
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STANDING ON OUR SHOULDERS

Pentecostal Bible College, Nyang'ori,

Kenya. Over 250 students worshipped
exuberantly in the college cafeteria since
the electricity had failed in the nearby
chapel. Perched behind spindly legged
dining room tables they listened attentively
as the Word was preached.

That evening, earlier this year, |
challenged the students to give their lives to
missions. As the Spirit moved, over 35 students
surrendered, willing to follow wherever the
Lord would lead. They will go where Western
missionaries may never go. They will stand
on our shoulders and accomplish things for
the Kingdom, far beyond our expectations.

Itwas a hot, humid February night at

Bishop Simon Peter Emiau also stands
on the shoulders of other missionaries.
Simon Peter was a mature student from
Uganda who sat in my Bible College class
33 years ago. Since he graduated I've
followed his ministry with interest and
awe and seen God use him in leading an
exploding movement of over 4,500 churches
in Uganda. While serving on international
boards, he is also a significant leader in
the Pentecostal Assemblies of Africa, an
association with over 17,000 churches.
Leaders like Simon Peter need training.
Many of them will surpass their teachers.
Scholarships from the Timothy Fund help
many students do just that!



NEW OPPORTUNITIES

It's a New Day in Asia

Doors are opening that would have been unimaginable 20 years
ago. Regional Director Peter Mclntosh, two Swedish delegates and
myself met in November with church leaders in Ho Chi Minh City
(formerly Saigon), Vietnam. Our topic was the development of a
Bible College to service the Pentecostal/Charismatic fellowships,
representing over 1,200 churches. In a country still run by a
communist regime, the gospel is being unleashed.

The PAOC has been asked to partner in this significant
development and we are prepared to lend the expertise of Globalkd
to see this vision happen! Spiritually and theologically trained
leadership will help the church in Vietnam to reach its full potential.

Nepal Needs More Pastors

Nepal is one of those isolated yet seemingly exotic countries. For
many years it was known as the world’s only Hindu Kingdom. The
first known church was formed in Nepal in 1959 with 29 known
Christians. Today, estimates put the total over 1 million.
The Assemblies of God has over 450 registered churches
in Nepal, and more than 300
church plants. 78 students attend
b, . Nepal Theological College, avidly
» studying the Word of God. Many
are already pastors. The Church
desperately needs these developing
leaders and many more,
GlobalEd has pledged to help
with scholarships to help pay for the
tuition of 10 students this year.
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Cambodia: c 48
From the
Ashes of War

Both Vietnam and Cambodia
are noted for the horrendous
war in the 1970s and the
results of man’s inhumanity to
man; particularly as witnessed
in Cambodia. Visiting the
killing fields in Cambaodia is

a sobering experience, and
chilling when one understands
that in a population of 11
million, approximately 3 million
were brutally executed or died
because of politically induced
policies. In the capital, Phnom
Penh, the Assemblies of God
has a Bible College, with which
the PAOC is in partnership.
Missionaries Gary and Bev
Laing have served on the
faculty of the Bible College,
meeting the needs of a church
striving to grow from the ashes
of war and brutality.

No Longer a Graveyard—Bihar

Bihar is not just any Indian state. It has been known as the graveyard
of missions. The state boasts the birth place of Buddhism, Sikhism,
and Gandhi's freedom movement.

Bravely, M (2 Canadian of Southern Indian
heritage) started the India Pentecostal Mission 10 years ago. Since
then, Il has helped plant over 1000 churches.

In the same state of Bihar, God is using a missionary couple
in Bokaro Steel City. NN RN < - tcd a secondary
school enrolling 1,800 students, and a Bible College where | had the
privilege of presenting diplomas to the graduates last April. They are
going out in areas of ministry very adverse to the Christian message.




Working with Missions
Committees in Canada:
Corner Brook, Newfoundland

Rev. Calvin Andrews pastors Westside Tabernacle, Corner Brook,
Newfoundland. In an effort to strengthen the church’s mission
vision, | was invited to present the cause of GlobalEd on Sunday,
October 24. Pastor Andrews and his missions committee have
taken a special interest in leadership development overseas.

A unique feature of Sunday’s presentation was a question and
answer period following the preaching. The congregation expressed
their interest and concerns about missions by engaging in dialogue
with me for almost an hour. Questions were asked about maximizing
the value of short term missions, understanding missions trends and
prioritizing the missions budget for the greatest effect. | am available to
speak to your missions committee should similar consultation be desired.

Confronting the Bulging
Youth Population in Africa

The PAOC works closely with the Pentecostal Assemblies of Africa
(PAOA) which has churches in over 20 countries. On September
14-17, African bishops (known in Canada as superintendents) of the
PAOA met in Nairobi, Kenya. The chairman, Dr. Bonifes Adoyo, gave
the keynote address. The 45 delegates, representing a constituency
of over 5 million adults, spent two days exploring needs and
opportunities as Africa confronts a bulging youth population.

During the conference, | presented a paper on Theological
Education with recommendations for future initiatives.
These recommendations included the way that the Bible Schools
will be funded and recruitment of western missionaries as teachers.
Together, it is hoped we can provide strategic leadership training for
the bulging youth population.

RISING TO THE CHALLENGE

Working with Missions
Committees in Canada:
Fort McMurray, Alberta

Education and training happens at many levels. While GlobalEd assists
in Christian leadership development overseas, it also assists local church
committees to enhance their understanding of global missions and
develop principles and guidelines. On March 27, along with sharing in
the Sunday services at Family Christian Centre, Fort McMurray, Alberta, |
met with some members of the missions committee and the lead pastor
to explore ways to strengthen their missions outreach.

Some interesting topics were covered. Biblical and practical
principles were examined to provide a foundation for strategic
decisions. These
included accountability,
sustainability, and
locale prioritization.
Using these and
other principles, the
committee was aided
in deciding where their
church and missions
best fit together.

Uniting the Effort in Africa

In Kenya, 74 trainers from 20 countries officially launched Africa
Pentecostal Theological Education Association (APTEA). APTEA will
provide accreditation and endorsement of Pentecostal schools across
Africa, and provide a commission on theological research and writing
and another on teacher training and certification. Educators associated
with the Pentecostal Assemblies of Africa (PAOA) met with 55 other
educators to form this Association. | was part of these historic meetings
and presented a paper on Theological Leadership Development in Africa.
The significance of this conference extends way beyond the
birth of a healthy association of leadership training agencies. It brings
together the PAOA and the African Assemblies of God leaders who
have committed to work together to transform the African Church
through the coordinated effort of its theological schools.
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